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Clarification of the Federal Register Advance Notice of Proposed Rulemaking 
Concerning USPS Marketing Mail Content Standards 

 
The Postal Service is clarifying its intention behind the Federal Register advance notice of 
proposed rulemaking dated 8/23/18 (83 FR 42624).  We issued the advance notice to 
receive comments from as many stakeholders as possible on a potential change to the 
content eligibility standards of USPS Marketing Mail letters and flats.  The goal of the notice 
is to inform our decision-making by seeking broad feedback from all interested stakeholders 
with regard to potential changes we are contemplating to our content eligibility 
requirements.  An advance notice is the approved mechanism for the Postal Service to reach 
out to the American public to collect input on potential rules changes and to provide an 
opportunity for every interested person or organization to participate and to provide 
feedback.  To be clear, we are seeking stakeholder feedback to assist us in making an 
informed decision on whether to propose changes, but at this stage no decision has been 
made, and no alternative rule or rule changes have been proposed.   
 
We strongly encourage everyone with an interest in this matter to provide comments to 
productclassification@usps.gov by October 22, 2018.  Upon conclusion of the comment 
period, we will be working with the Mailing Industry to evaluate, define, and determine 
whether to propose any changes to USPS Marketing Mail content eligibility standards, and if 
changes are warranted to design the proposed rule.  This is part of an in-depth evaluation of 
USPS Marketing Mail.  We will seek necessary approvals from the Postal Service Governors 
and the Postal Regulatory Commission as warranted should any content changes be 
recommended at the conclusion of the evaluation process.  If the Postal Service decides to 
make content changes, and they are approved, the earliest they would be implemented is 
calendar year 2020.  
 
 
 
 
 

### 
  

Please visit us on the USPS Industry Outreach website. 
Thank you for your support of the United States Postal Service.   
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To subscribe or unsubscribe to Industry Alerts, please hit reply and send us your request. 
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mailto:productclassification@usps.gov
http://postalpro.usps.com/industry-outreach
http://www.usps.com/privacypolicy

